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UM LECTURE DISCUSSES PHARMACEUTICAL THREATS TO WATER 
MISSOULA -
The discovery of trace quantities of pharmaceutically active substances in surface water and 
groundwater is an emerging environmental issue.
Professor Traugott Scheytt, an expert on the topic, will lecture at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26, in 
The University of Montana’s North Underground Lecture Hall.
His lecture is titled “A New Environmental Threat or a Technological Overkill? The Presence 
of Pharmaceuticals in Surface Water and Groundwater, Lessons From Germany and the United 
States.” The event is free and open to the public.
Scheytt works for the Institute of Applied Science Hydrogeology Group at Berlin’s Technical 
Institute. He studies the occurrence and behavior of pharmaceuticals in stream and groundwater 
systems originating from human and animal use. He will discuss how trace amounts of 
pharmaceutically active substances enter, persist and degrade in water supplies.
Scheytt’s visit is being supported by the UM Visiting Scholar Program, and he is being hosted 
by the Department of Geology. Scheytt currently is on sabbatical at the University of California, 
Berkeley, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering.
Results published in 2002 by the U.S. Geological Survey and the Environmental Protection 
Agency found that 80 percent of water sampled contained measurable concentrations of organic 
compounds, including fecal steroids, animal steroids, insect repellents, stimulants, reproductive 
hormones, anti-microbial disinfectants, detergent metabolites, fire retardants, antibiotics, nicotine 
metabolites and analgesics.
For more information, contact UM geology Professor Bill Woessner at (406) 243-2341.
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